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 The turkey platter is barely back in the china cabinet, and it's time to decorate for Christmas.

 Here are more than a dozen ideas to transform your home and get into the spirit of the season. Celebrate the holidays with festive ideas from magazines, local stores, Web sites and TV.

 1. Paint your front door red. Try Sherwin Williams Real Red, from the Around the World collection, or Antique Red, Bolero, Show Stopper and Crabby Apple from the Concepts in Color collection that includes 25 shades of red. 

  Decorate the door. Hang a red berry garland from the Martha Stewart Collection at Macy's, or a red berry wreath. Shop in Macy's stores or online at  www.macys.com for the entire Martha Stewart collection.

 2. Wake up and smell the coffee. Fill your home with the aroma of Neighbors Coffee. Pumpkin Pie, Snowflake Sundae, Santa's Apple Brandy and Christmas Creme are among the holiday flavors from the Made in Oklahoma company. Give yourself and a friend The Twelve Days of Christmas Coffees gift box with 12 different packages of coffee. A selection of cocoa flavors is available in a gold box featuring a Christmas tree design.

 The company recently launched an environmental line of coffees. Fair Trade Certified and organic special-origin coffees help support farmers and the environment they preserve.

 Shop locally, go online to  www.neighborscoffee.com or call 522-2100.

 3. String the Christmas lights. The book "Holiday Hero: A Man's Manual for Holiday Lighting" by Brad Finkle helps you avoid lighting mistakes and provides a humorous approach to the task. The book includes 12 lighting-display schemes and instructions on how to attach lights to brick and stone and how to avoid blacking out the entire neighborhood.

 Shop local bookstores or order the book online at  www.chroniclebooks.com.

 4. Smell the roses. Order a Crimson Christmas Bouquet from Teleflora. Clear the pumpkins and pilgrims off the table and transform the room with red roses, heather and an elegant, handblown red glass pedestal bowl. For a less traditional look, hot pink and citrus green is a floral trend this season.

 Review the selection at  www.teleflora.com.

 5. Create beautiful bows. Involve the children with bow-making projects for packages, crafts and decorations for doors and bulletin boards. Bowdabra and the new mini Bowdabra, designed by Sandy Sandler, work like a third hand. The Bowdabra kit includes a project DVD, bow maker, instructions and ribbon.

 For more information, go online to  www.bowdabra.com.

 6. Light the night. Last year, Home Depot sold more than 40,000 miles of light sets. This year, new LED lights last longer than traditional lights and save energy, too.

 7. Fill the house with music. Listen to the holiday sounds of "Mannheim Steamroller: Christmas Song by Chip Davis." The new release includes 12 holiday classics with Olivia Newton-John and Johnny Mathis as guest vocalists.

 Mannheim Steamroller has sold more than 23 million Christmas records and is the No. 1 selling Christmas artist of all time.

 8. Fast and festive. Add bright new towels or a holiday tablecloth from Bed Bath & Beyond for an instant transformation in the bath or dining room.

 Shop locally or go online to  www.bedbathandbeyond.com.

 9. Light a candle. Yankee Candle Co. seasonal scents "Christmas Eve," a traditional mix of warm hearth, sugared plums and candied fruits; "Home for the Holidays," a blend of spices and earth; and "Christmas Cookie" are among the holiday scents available. Candles, reed diffusers, electric oil plug-ins, potpourri and concentrated room sprays offer a finishing touch to any decor.

 Shop retail stores, direct-mail catalogs or view the selection online at  www.yankeecandle.com.

 10. Make your home merry and bright. The 2007 Target holiday collection has hundreds of ideas. Dress your dog in pajamas festively adorned with holly leaves and snowflakes. Create the perfect holiday atmosphere with damask beaded chargers and placemats to make the home shine. Add red throw pillows to a boring chair or couch.

 Open a box of chocolates. Help a worthy cause with the purchase of a special Choxie truffle box featuring nine artisan truffles. All of the retail price will be donated to St. Jude's Children's Research Hospital.

 Shop in stores or online at  www.target.com.

 11. Shut the Box. This back-to-basics game is simple and fun for children and adults. Take a break from decorating and play a game. No noise, no batteries, no flashing lights. This game is played around the world and was enjoyed by sailors and fisherman for more than 100 years.

 Order from Little Wonderland online at  www.littlewonderland.com or Puzzle Me This, (888) 789-9537 or  www.puzzlemethis.com.

 12. Tea light logs. Hallmark Magazine is filled with ideas for decorating with natural elements. Use logs studded with votive candles to create an atmosphere of warmth and romance. Pick up sticks. Take a walk with the family to gather branches and twigs for simple bouquets and centerpieces. Add glitter, small birds from a craft store, or twirl pearls or beads in the branches.

 Buy the magazine in stores or go online to www.hallmarkmagazine.com.

 13. Share your blessings. Get involved with a church or local charity to serve a meal, make a donation or provide Christmas gifts for children and families in need. Make it a family project and share the joy of giving.

 14. HGTV's holiday programming offers an abundance of ideas for gifts, design and decor. Host and designer Angelo Surmelis will work his holiday magic on "24 Hour Design," premiering at 8:30 p.m. Nov. 27. Viewers will see Angelo and his design team tackle a living room layout to make room for the Christmas tree and demonstrate creative ways to spruce up the fireplace.

 Look for holiday program schedules at  www.hgtv.com.

 15. Get nostalgic. The November/December issue of Victoria magazine features 101 holiday ideas with a focus on tradition, graciousness and beauty. An article titled "A Winter White Weekend" highlights the natural, neutral palette of winter.

 The magazine is available in bookstores, or you can see ideas online at  www.victoriamag.com.

LOAD-DATE: November 23, 2007

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

GRAPHIC: Graphic with photos: A Home for the Holidays 1) (red front door); 2) (Neighbors coffee); 3) ("Holiday Hero: A Man's Manual for Holiday Lighting" book cover); 4) (Christmas bouquet); 5) (wrapped package with bow); 6) (LED lights); 7) ("Mannheim Steamroller: Christmas Song by Chip Davis" album cover); 8) (holiday towels and table cloth); 9) ("Christmas Eve" scented Yankee Candle); 10) (dog dressed in holiday pajamas, holiday throw pillows)

11. Shut the Box game can be bought online at www.littlewonderland.com and many other game and toy stores.

PUBLICATION-TYPE: Newspaper

Copyright 2007 The Oklahoman, All Rights Reserved

