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By Sandy Sandler, founder of Bowdabra®
Gift wrapping is often thought to be a tedious task that has little value.  Actually it is just the opposite.  Gift wrapping can be a tranquil time that gives you a chance to reflect on the time’s you have shared with the person you are giving the gift to.  The value is in letting the gift recipient know that they are so special they are worth the extra few minutes it takes to wrap a gift.
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Before you begin wrapping make sure to have all your supplies on hand.  
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Sharp Pair of Scissors

· Invisible Clear Tape

· Double-Sided Tape

· Seamstress Tape Measure

· Yardstick

· Wrapping Paper

· Ribbon 

· Embellishments

· Bowdabra with Bowdabra Wand

Next, find a large open area to wrap your presents.  I like to use my dining room table but the floor will work just as well.  Start to sort through your gifts decide which items need gift boxes and which items can be wrapped in the box they come in.  Remove the price tags on all the gifts and place the loose gifts into a gift box with gift receipt.  Then turn the box over, tape close, and write the gift recipients name on the bottom of the box.  This way once the box is closed it won’t have to be reopened, again.  

*Helpful Hint*
When you purchase your gifts ask the cashier for a gift box and gift receipt.
After gifts have been sorted the wrapping can begin.  To get into the “holiday mood” place some music in the stereo, pour a glass of eggnog, and get inspired.  Sort through holiday paper, ribbon, and embellishments until you find the perfect fit for the gift receiver you are wrapping for.

Here are some examples to inspire you:

· [image: image4.jpg]


Attach an ornament to the ribbon on the top of the gift.  The ornament will add a festive touch to not only your gift but the gift recipient’s tree!  Even better use a personalized ornament on the package instead of a gift tag.
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· Use floral picks and ribbon to embellish your gift.  Make a large loopy bow with holiday picks to give your package the elegant, WOW factor!
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· Add candy or candy canes to the gift box.  Candy looks cute on gifts and never goes unopened!
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· Instead of ribbon use raffia to give it a nice rustic touch.  Add a few pine cones to finish the country style.

Holidays are a wonderful glorious time to spend with our loved ones.  However, we can often become overwhelmed with all that goes into getting ready for the holidays.  Use gift wrapping as your uninterrupted time to breathe, relax, and reflect.  

About Sandy Sandler:

Sandy Sandler is a corporate gift expert and creator of the Bowdabra® bow-making tool. Her products are designed to help the “creatively-challenged” create beautiful crafts, accessories, and home décor for adults and children alike. For craft ideas, visit www.Bowdabra.com.
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